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To: Reporters and Editors 

From: Jennifer Donohue on behalf of U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown 

Re: Unprecedented Republican Failure to Govern Forces Government to Shut Down 

 

In shutting down the government late Friday, Washington Republicans – who control both houses of Congress and the 

White House – displayed an unprecedented failure to govern. Democrats – and some Republicans – called for a vote 

to keep the government open and allow both sides to continue negotiating a solution. But Republican Leadership 

refused to negotiate, choosing instead to shut the government down.  

  

Senator Brown is continuing to call for a bipartisan compromise to reopen the government and provide certainty for 

Ohio families, businesses and military installations.  

  

Never has there been a government shutdown that furloughed federal employees while the White House and 

Congress were controlled by a single party. 
  

 “Never before has the government experienced a furlough of federal employees when a single party 

controls both the White House and Congress, but that’s what will happen after midnight Friday if a 

spending bill fails to pass Congress.” (Source: Washington Post) 

  

 “If the government shuts down this weekend — or, indeed, at any point until the midterm elections — it will 

be the first time a true, honest-to-God shutdown has happened with a single party controlling the White House 

and Congress.” (Source: Vox) 

  

Republican Senators called for a short-term solution – their leaders ignored those calls. 
 

 Republican Senator Jerry Moran (KS): “I just want to make sure that people ... who want to make sure we 

don’t have a shutdown and people who want to resolve differences know that there is an option to doing 

something different than a month-long [continuing resolution].” 

  

 Republican Senator Jeff Flake (AZ): “The Democrats have offered to go for a CR for a couple days to give 

us time to actually come together on these issues. That’s the right approach. We won’t be any better on 

the 16th of February as we will be next week. So let’s move it for a couple days.” 

 

Republicans have been in control of the White House, the House and the Senate for a year, and have failed to 

produce a long-term plan to fund the government and provide certainty to the economy, the military and 

American families. 
  

 The continuing resolution (CR) proposed by House Republicans would have been the fourth stop-gap 

measure passed by Congress since September. (Sept. 7, 2017; Dec. 7, 2017; Dec. 21, 2017) 

o At the time of the Dec. 21 stopgap, a Republican House member from Florida said: a “three-week CR 

just basically shows we can’t do appropriations, we can’t take care of our constituents back home.” 

(Source: Washington Post) 

  

 “While Democrats criticized Republicans for failing to do what was necessary to win their support to keep the 

government open — a responsibility that has historically fallen to the party in charge —even some 

Republicans acknowledged there had been a profound breakdown in how Washington is run.” (Source: 

Washington Post) 

o White House Director of Legislative Affairs Marc Short: “What’s missing in this conversation is the 

complete dysfunction of Congress and its inability to actually complete an appropriations process.” 

  

  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/looming-shutdown-raises-fundamental-question-can-gop-govern/2018/01/18/63ded10c-fc7c-11e7-a46b-a3614530bd87_story.html?utm_term=.38e0564cf73a
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/1/19/16911148/government-shutdown-unified-control
http://thehill.com/homenews/senate/369558-senators-float-days-long-funding-bill
https://www.vox.com/2018/1/18/16906202/government-shutdown-2018-congress-what-we-know
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/601
https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/congress-set-to-delay-shutdown-setting-up-bigger-spending-fight-later/2017/12/07/6b6712fa-db51-11e7-b1a8-62589434a581_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/after-passing-tax-overhaul-gop-returns-to-infighting-as-shutdown-deadline-looms/2017/12/21/dfad1890-e659-11e7-ab50-621fe0588340_story.html?utm_term=.4f720799ff1b
https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/after-passing-tax-overhaul-gop-returns-to-infighting-as-shutdown-deadline-looms/2017/12/21/dfad1890-e659-11e7-ab50-621fe0588340_story.html?utm_term=.8ef98f514fd8
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/looming-shutdown-raises-fundamental-question-can-gop-govern/2018/01/18/63ded10c-fc7c-11e7-a46b-a3614530bd87_story.html?utm_term=.38e0564cf73a


 Top officials in the U.S. Military have warned that the Republican strategy to continue funding the 

government with stopgap measures harms our military readiness. 
o White House Director of Legislative Affairs Marc Short: “Here we are in mid-January with four 

continual CR's. It is no way to govern. It’s incredibly dysfunctional. And it actually hurts our military. 

Secretary Mattis will tell you the continued push for continuing resolutions means that he is basically 

reinvesting in faltering equipment as opposed to investing in new equipment. That hurts our military. It 

hurts our troops. It's no way to run the government.” 

o Air Force Under Secretary Matthew Donovan: “What we’re really concerned about is, the further 

along you go into the fiscal year with these short-term CRs, the more likely a full-year CR becomes, 

and that’s not a good thing for us. It will have damaging impacts on readiness and modernization.” 

  

American families are living in fear because of the uncertainty caused by Republicans in Washington who 

refuse to address top priorities for Americans, including: 

  

 Children’s Health Insurance Program. 
The Director of the Alabama CHIP Program: “The biggest one is stress to families — just not knowing, just 

not having any confidence in the ability to keep their child enrolled in health insurance…Trying to run a 

program, balance your budget, manage your staff, and all of these type things without any certainty of 

funding, it becomes very, very difficult.” 

  

 Community Health Centers in need of funding. 
National Association of Community Health Centers Statement: “Health centers and their patients are facing 

considerable damage with each passing day while this matter remains unresolved. Centers are being forced to 

execute contingency plans resulting in staff lay-offs and site closures, and are scaling back critical services 

including prenatal care, dental services and opioid treatment programs. If not resolved soon, this funding cliff 

will result in a loss of care to approximately 9 million patients, closure of over 2,500 care delivery sites, and a 

loss of over 50,000 jobs.” 

  

 Disaster aid.  
Spokeswoman to Texas Governor on needed Harvey aid: “Yet every day that goes by without funding is 

another day that Texans who have been upended by Hurricane Harvey go without the resources needed to 

rebuild their lives.” 

  

 Failing pension plans. 
Akron Beacon Journal: “Retired Teamsters around the nation who are facing dramatic cuts to their monthly 

pensions are keeping their fingers crossed that proposed federal legislation will keep them from financial 

ruin.” 

  

Kentucky Public Radio: “Some 43,000 retired miners in Kentucky, Ohio and West Virginia depend on a 

pension plan that the union argues could be at risk without Congressional action.” 

 

 Protecting Dreamers. 
Republican Senator Lindsay Graham (SC): “I don't want to put these kids through any more hell. I don't want 

to wait until March 4. I want to go ahead and get it done now. We should have done it years ago.” 

  

Republicans rejected their own bill. 

  

 Sen. Jeff Flake (AZ), Rand Paul (KY), Lindsay Graham (SC) and Mike Lee (UT) voted against the bill sent 

over by the House. 

  
### 

 
 

https://www.npr.org/2018/01/19/579076336/clock-ticks-down-toward-a-midnight-government-shutdown
https://federalnewsradio.com/air-force/2018/01/amid-shutdown-fears-air-force-expresses-concerns-over-yet-another-cr/
http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/366102-states-say-short-term-funding-not-enough-for-childrens-health
http://www.nachc.org/news/nachc-statement-on-house-introduced-continuing-resolution/
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/GOP-plan-to-avert-shutdown-leaves-out-Harvey-aid-12505918.php
https://www.ohio.com/akron/news/local/retired-teamsters-facing-dramatic-pension-cuts-see-hope-in-new-federal-legislation
http://wkyufm.org/post/miners-pensions-major-part-spending-debate#stream/0
https://www.c-span.org/video/?439881-2/us-senate-debates-fisa-bill&start=17850

